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REMARKS 



Claims 1-13 and 1 5-34 are presently pending in the case. Claim 14 has been 
cancelled. Claims I, 29. and 33 have been amended. The limitations of previoi s claim 14 have 
been written into independent claim 1 . Claims 29 and 33 have been amended similarly. 

Reconsideration of the present case in view of the remarks hereir is requested. 

Claim Objections 



Claim 1 has been objected to for failure to provide antecedent ba;<is for "the 
longitudinal* 1 in line 8. The objection is traversed. The capsule inherently has a longitudinal 
axis. Therefore, "the longitudinal axis of the capsule 1 ' has inherent antecedent basis. Applicant 
requests withdrawal of the objection. 

Claim rejections under 35 USC 102 

The Examiner rejected claims 1-12, 14-20, 27 and 28 under 35 USC 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent 4,069,81 9 to Valentini et al (hereinafter Valentni et al). The 
rejection is traversed. 

Valentini el al does not anticipate independent claim 1 . Claim 1 .s to an 
aerosoiization apparatus comprising, inter alia, a housing and a removably connected end section. 
Valentini et al does not. In Valentini et al, the housing and the end section are a 1 one piece. In 
rqecting previous claim 14, the Examiner incorrectly posits that element J can b~ considered the 
end section. Element J of Valentini et al does not include the end section features recited in 
claim 1 - Thus, previous claim 1 4 (now independent claim 1 ) is not anticipated by Valentini et al, 
and Applicant requests withdrawal of the rejection. 

Valentini et at also does not anticipate independent claim 20. Cli im 20 is to an 
aerosoiization apparatus comprising, inter alia, a puncturing mechanism comprising an alignment 
guide having a surface comprising one or more protrusions for contacting a capsule. Valentini et 
al has no such protrusions on its surface. The Examiner refers to a "bevel" but ro such bevel that 
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contacts a capsute can be located in the teachings of Valentini et al. Accordingly, Valentini et al 
does not anticipate independent claim 20. 

Claims 2-13, 15-19, and 21-28 depend from either claim 1 or cla m 20 and are not 
anticipated by Valentini et al for at least the same reason as the claim from which they depend. 

Claim rejections under 35 USC 103(a) 

The Examiner rejected claims 29-34 under 35 USC 1 03(a) as beiig unpatentable 
over Valentini et al. The rejection is traversed. 

Valentini et al does not render independent claims 29 and 33 unpatentable. 
Claims 29 and 33 each recite that a chamber is defined by a body and a removable end portion. 
As discussed above, Valentini et al does not disclose, teach or suggest a removable end portion. 
Thus, Valentini et al does not render claims 29 and 33 unpatentable. 

Independent claim 31 is also not rendered unpatentable by Valen ini et aL Claim 
3 1 recites the step of contacting a capsule with a surface comprising one or moro protrusions. As 
discussed above, Valentini et al includes no such protmstions and therefore doe: not render claim 
31 unpatentable. 

Claims 30, 32, and 34 depend from allowable independent claim: : 29, 31, and 33, 
respectively, and are also allowable. 
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Conclusion 



The claims are allowable for the reasons given above. Thus, the "ixammer is 



respectfully requested to reconsider the present rejections and allow the present!/ pending claims. 
Should the Examiner have any questions, the Examiner is requested to call the u idersigned at the 
number given below. 



Guy Tucker 
Nektar Therapeutics 

(formerly Inhale Therapeutic Systems, Inc.) 
1.50 Industrial Road 
San Carlos, CA 94070 
Phone: (650) 620-5501 
Fax: (650)631-3125 



Respectfully submitted, 



NEKTAR THERAPEUTIC 5 
(formerly INHALE THERAPEUTIC 
SYSTEMS) 




Guy V< Tucker 
Reg. No. 45,302 



Please send all correspondence to: 
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